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declared himself supreme head of the Church of England;
five years later with the dissolution of monasteries came the
"Bloody Statute/' whereby he attempted to vindicate his
orthodoxy. The act was entitled " An Act abolishing diversity
of opinion on certain articles concerning the Christian Re-
ligion," and insisted upon the sacraments, celibacy, masses,
and confessions, but in 1548 the marriage of priests was
made lawful, and in 1566 the pope forbade attendance
at the English Church. Thus, Roman law was expelled
in the first two or three centuries after the Conquest, the
Roman Church in the sixteenth century, and it remained
for the seventeenth to struggle with the last serious at-
tempt at the Roman or Continental theory of personal gov-
ernment.

(1602) King James at his accession asserted the divine
right, and his legislation, other than special bills for the resto-
ration of attainted persons, or the confirmation of titles, is
scanty, his reign being principally occupied with the conflict
with Parliament, which he forbade from meddling with
affairs of state. In the first year of his reign, the Statute of
Laborers of Elizabeth was confirmed, as well as that against
rogues and vagabonds; the ninth act of his first Parliament
was "To restraine the inordinate hauntinge and tiplinge in
Innes and Alehouses/' and, indeed, much of his legislation
is aimed at what should properly be called "sins77 rather
than "crimes"; the next act after this was one to restrain
"all persons from Marriage until their former Wyves and
former Husbandes be deade." And next came a statute
against witchcraft. In 1603 is an act to prohibit people
from eating anything but fish in Lent, entitled "An Acte to
encourage the Seamen of England to take Fishe, wherebie
they may encrease to f urnishe the Navie of England." There
was an act for the relief of skinners, and a charter given by
Queen Elizabeth in the twenty-first year of her reign to
the Eastland, merchants for a monopoly of trade in those
countries; it would be interesting could these early corpora-